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current college students had begun using
computers—and the Internet was a common-
place in the world in which they lived.”

Since current college students are early adopters
of the Internet, they naturally gravitate to the
Internet as their primary source of informa-

tion. As a matter of fact, 
according to the same Pew
report, “Nearly three-
quarters (73%) of college
students said they use the
Internet more than the 
library.”  Many students,
unfamiliar with proper 
research strategy and 
lacking time management
skills, are confident that 
they can research,write, 
and edit their papers in 
a matter of hours. The 
combination of these 
factors can lead to a 
situation in which stu-
dents “cut-and-paste” 
in an effort to complete 
the assignment, without 
thinking about the conse-
quences of plagiarism.

It is unfortunate that the
onus for teaching research
skills falls on the faculty 
member who assigns the
research assignment. 
Internet tools, coupled 
with faculty guidance and

a content-oriented library instruction session,
can help students improve research skills.

A quick search of the ProQuest Research Library
database shows over 175 articles have appeared
in the past year on the subject of plagiarism.
These articles, published in scholarly journals,
newspapers, and trade magazines representative
of the academic spectrum, represent only a
portion of the publications on this topic. Some
authors are quick to blame
the convergence of elec-
tronic text, the web, and
cut-and-paste capabilities
for the perceived explos-
ion of incidents of plagia-
rism in higher education.
It may be useful to step
back from this issue and
view it from the perspec-
tive of the students, in an
attempt to understand
their background, know-
ledge and motivation
about research and
writing.

Who are our students?
How is their daily life
structured? How do they
get information and filter
and redistribute it on a
daily basis? According to
the Pew Internet &
American Life Project’s
2002 Report, The Internet
Goes to College: How Stu-
dents are Living in the
Future with Today's Tech-
nology, “One-fifth (20%)
of today’s college students began using
computers between the ages of 5 and 8. By the
time they were 16 to 18 years old all of today’s Continued on page 4... Preventing Plagiarism

Tips for Designing Effective
Research Assignments

1.Create a real, relevant, content-based
research assignment based on the 
goals and objectives of your course.

2.Define your terms so that students
know what you are asking for when
they complete their assignments, 
and provide examples or links to 
explanatory Web sites if possible.

3.Specify how many sources are 
required.

4.Specify the types of resources that 
can be used, so students can 
understand what is expected of 
them, and librarians can effectively
assist students with their research.

• Clarify the types of acceptable periodicals:
• Are books and book chapters acceptable?
  Book chapters can resemble journal
  articles in anthologies and edited volumes.
• Are all Web pages acceptable, or only
   a subset (.gov or .org)?

Note: If Web pages are not acceptable,
do your students understand the dif-
ference between library databases 
available online and general Web 
resources?

5.Provide ample time for students to
complete library assignments, and

  “chunk” your assignment so that 
sections of it are due throughout 
the semester.

The Office for Teaching and
Learning Offers ...

Individual
Consultations!

Stop by or call Laurie Evans
at 577-9669 to set-up an

individual consultation or to
schedule project planning
on any teaching-related

initiative.
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Office for Teaching and Learning
2210 Adamany Undergraduate Library

Wayne State University
Detroit, MI 48202-3967

How to contact us:
313.577.8224

http://www.otl.wayne.edu

Office Hours:
Mon.-Fri.  8:30 am - 5:00 pm

OTL Mission Statement
The Office for Teaching and Learning
promotes and facilitates excellence in
teaching in the University at all levels.
It supports individual faculty members
in the development of instructional skills.
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The Office for Teaching and Learning is launch-
ing a new Web site designed to provide improved
access to OTL materials and teaching-related
information. We hope that the OTL Web site
(http://www.otl.wayne.edu) becomes your
destination Web site for teaching resources. Please
check it out and add it to your favorites.

In redesigning our Web site, OTL staff worked
closely with the faculty on the OTL Advisory
Board; we wanted to be sure that information
about the OTL, WSU policies, teaching practices,
and outside resources are readily available and
easy to find.

The new Web site will have eight major areas:
four areas provide detailed information about
the OTL and its offerings; three areas provide
information about Wayne State University; and
the final area, “Outside Teaching Resources,”
focuses on linking to information  about teach-
ing available outside WSU.

A Web site is always a work in progress and ours
is no exception. There are portions that will
be more fully developed later, and additional
information and FAQs will be added based
on your suggestions.

One of the new sections which is a work in
progress is the “WSU Faculty Highlights” section;
this area highlights the activities of Wayne State
University faculty in the teaching arena,
including both teaching awards received and
research conducted. This section also includes
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New OTL Web Site to Launch....

abstracts from WSU presenters at the Lilly -
North Conferences and the annual WSU TLTR
conferences. OTL plans to establish a repository
for teaching and learning articles from WSU
faculty and make these available on the Web
site as well.

Every member of the OTL staff has been work-
ing on various aspects of the site. It has been

New from Educational Accessibility Services: Faculty Forum
Recently, you may have noticed a new addition
to your Blackboard course list: a link to the EAS
Faculty Forum has been added to your “My
Blackboard” page. The Faculty Forum was devel-
oped and launched by the Office of Educational
Accessibility Services (EAS) at the end of the Fall
semester and provides a Blackboard training
module designed to help faculty better under-
stand how to accommodate students with
disabilities. The Forum addresses several key
areas, including:

• Student and faculty rights and responsibilities
• Questions of universal design
• Specific academic educational accommodations
• Ensuring accessibility to Web materials

• Central components of legislation pertain-
   ing to higher education

The number of persons with disabilities who
are pursuing advanced education is on the rise;
hence, it is critical that the university foster a
welcoming learning environment for students
with disabilities. Accordingly, EAS believes that
it is important for faculty to feel comfortable
and confident in their understanding of how
to best respect student privacy and how to
most effectively remove barriers to learning at
any point in the semester. The Faculty Forum
has been created to help those teaching at
WSU by making key resources easily available,
answering questions about disability issues,

and offering training in accordance with federal
guidelines.

EAS is committed to providing faculty with
the knowledge and tools needed to effectively
empower all students to succeed and welcomes
your response to the Faculty Forum site.

Faculty members can access the forum by
logging on to Blackboard (http://blackboard.
wayne.edu) with their WSU access ID and
password, and then clicking on the link for
the forum site, EAS_TRAIN, in the section titled
“Courses You are Taking.”

a truly collaborative project that could not
have been done without everyone’s help. A
special note of thanks to Laura Barnard for
her design work and development of the site.

Please watch for the new Web site launch, and
please visit the site often to learn what’s new
at OTL, what’s new in teaching at WSU, and
what’s new in faculty development.



In the Fall of 2003, the Provost’s Office initiated
the Innovative Instructional Technology Faculty
Grants program to fund innovative instructional
technology projects as a part of WSU’s com-
mitment to support faculty’s transition to a
high-tech instructional environment. Grant
awards are made in the Fall and Winter
semesters. The following is a list of the Fall
2004 Innovative Instructional Technology
Faculty Grants awards. Full abstracts for each
project will be available on the new OTL Web
site soon. Also, watch for upcoming announce-
ments regarding the dates on which award
winners will be presenting their work.

Integrating Teaching
& Technology

of books for online access. The Chronicle reports
that Google has started digitizing books from
five top research libraries: Harvard and Stanford
Universities, University of Michigan, Oxford
University, and New York Public Library. The
project is quite large in scope (the New York
Public Library holds 20 million books alone)
and is expected to take several years. Copyright
is a large factor in the ability to digitize and
place these resources online. Therefore, many
of the libraries have agreed to let Google scan
books already in the public domain. Some
copyrighted books will also be scanned, and
Google will provide up to three excerpts from
the book (rather than full text) based on the
user’s search terms. The level of access given
to Google varies from library to library, but
the University of Michigan has already agreed
to let Google digitize its entire collection. In
a statement to The Chronicle, Paul LeClerc,
president of the New York Public Library sees
the project as “a huge benefit to researchers
because it would make the process of finding
materials more efficient.”

References:
Carlson, S. & Young, J. R. (2005). Google will digitize and
search millions of books from 5 top research libraries. The
Chronicle of Higher Education, 51(18). Retrieved from
http://chronicle.com/prm/weekly/v51/i18/18a03701.htm.

Young, J. R. (2004). Google unveils a search engine focused
on scholarly materials. The Chronicle of Higher Education,
51(15). Retrieved from
http://chronicle.com/prm/weekly/v51/i15/15a03401.htm.
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Google’s New Academic Initiatives
Though we don’t promote the use of specific
Web-based search engines, we here at the OTL
would like to tell you about some interesting
new developments in the works by Google.

The first is a scholarly search engine recently
introduced called Google Scholar
(http://scholar.google.com). Google Scholar
looks very much like the traditional Google
search engine; however, it focuses solely on
scholarly literature. It’s the result of Google’s
collaboration with Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, along with 16 additional univer-
sities. Google also enlisted the help of the Open
WorldCat project to include other library-catalog
records. Though they have not provided specific
details regarding inclusion criteria, a spokes-
person for Google told The Chronicle of Higher
Education that “it takes into account the full
text of each article as well as the article’s author,
the publication in which the article appeared,
and how often it has been cited in scholarly
literature.” While it makes scholarly information
more readily available to the public, librarians
caution against relying solely on Google Scholar
for information as there are many other helpful
library databases, journals and books not in-
dexed by Google. As The Chronicle suggests, you
many want to test it by “Googling” yourself!

A second initiative recently announced by
Google is the large-scale digitizing of millions

This handbook is designed for instructors of
undergraduate courses who wish to achieve
excellence in their own teaching and guide and
motivate their students toward equally high
levels of learning achievement. The author has
conceptualized the book as a toolbox for new
and experienced instructors by providing means
through which to achieve these goals.

The book’s chapters are organized into five
parts, which address:

•Preparation for teaching prior to the start of a 
semester. This section reviews learning as it relates
to undergraduates and adult learners, course 
design, syllabus design, working with teaching 
assistants, and copyright considerations.

•Techniques for starting the semester out success-
fully. These include activities for the first day of 
class, measures to handle incivility in the class- 
room and cheating and plagiarism, how to best 

  utilize office hours, and means by which to 
motivate students.

•Teaching and learning strategies, including 
learning styles; lecturing; discussion; discovery, 
experiential, and group learning; writing exercises;
critical thinking; and instructional aids and tech-
nology.

•Problem-based learning strategies, which overviews
case-based learning, quantitative reasoning, and

 lab work in the sciences.

•Methods to assess learning and measure outcomes.

This book is shelved in the OTL Library.
Location: OTL, LB 233. N55 2003

It’s Worth Reading
This month, the bookshelf spotlight falls on—

Teaching at Its Best:

A Research-Based Resource for

College Instructors (2 nd Ed.)

by Linda B. Nilson

(Anker: Boston, MA 2003)

Fall 2004 Awards: The Innovative Instructional Technology Faculty Grants
Fall 2004 Awards

Hermina Anghelescu, Ronald Day, Yunfei
Du, John Heinrichs, Judith Field, Joseph
Mika and Kimberly Schroeder
Digital Video and Screen Capture to Improve Online
Courses

Radian G. Belu
Development of Web-Based Learning and
Instruction Support System

Patricia J. Bonesteel
Computer-Based Math Course

Continued on page 4...
Fall 2004 Awards: Innovative Instructional Technology Faculty Grants



WSU Office for Teaching and Learning Advisory Board: Business Administration, Attila Yaprak;
Education, Rita C. Richey; Engineering, vacant; Fine, Performing and Communication Arts, Dora
Apel; Law, Laura Bartell; Liberal Arts and Sciences, Ellen Barton; Medicine, Steve DiCarlo; Nursing,
Barbara Pieper; Library & Information Science, Dian Walster; Pharmacy and Health Sciences, Denise
Rhoney; Social Work, Lois Garriott; Urban, Labor and Metropolitian Affairs, Roslyn Schindler
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Preventing Plagiarism...Continued from page 1

Internet tools such as the WSU Library’s
Searchpath tutorial, the Landmark citation
builder, and other resources can be easily
integrated into Blackboard course sites. Addi-
tionally, developing effective research assign-
ments that promote better time management
by “chunking” the assignment into manageable
pieces allows faculty to catch potential problems
earlier in the research process. But the best way
to begin plagiarism prevention is to have an
ongoing discussion with your students about
plagiarism. How do you define plagiarism, what
are your experiences, and what are your expect-
ations? Addressing these questions throughout
the semester helps students produce successful
course work.

—Veronica Bielat and Carrie Croatt-Moore, WSU Library

System

A copy of the Pew Internet & American Life Project’s

2002 Report: The Internet Goes to College: How Students

are Living in the Future with Today's Technology is available

at http://www.pewinternet.org/pdfs/PIP_College_

Report.pdf

Online Resources for Preventing Plagiarism
Searchpath

(WSU Library System Online Tutorial)
http://www.lib.wayne.edu/services/instruction_tutorials/searchpath/index.html

Landmark Citation Machine
http://www.landmark-project.com/citation_machine/index.php

Preparing Abstracts and Annotations
http://www.myrin.ursinus.edu/help/resrch_guides/annotate.htm

Assignment Calculator from the University of Minnesota
http://www.lib.umn.edu/help/calculator/

Mohamed Hassoun
LEGO Programmable Robots Introduce Students to
Engineering

Beth Kangas and David A. Barondess
Creating Web-Based Multimedia Lessons

Kevin Deegan-Krause
Utilizing Online Reading and Testing to Promote
Active Learning and Discussion

Alexey A. Petrov
Interactive Teaching Using a “Virtual Instructor”

Fall 2004 Awards: Innovative Instructional Technology Faculty Grants...Continued from page 3

Fredrick D. Pociask
Identifying Instructional Needs Using Interactive
Feedback

Leah Robinson
Using Criterion to Improve Writing

John C. Wirth
Virtual Advising for Graduate Students

Ece Yaprak
Internet Course Available Live and Free to Students


